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BREAKING NEWS! from the Pine Hills Community School

Tim
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The Little EchoEverton

School Holidays: Baby Bird Boom
School holidays are really quiet for my family, but fortunately 
this holidays we have had an outbreak of babys birds!

My family and I and have pet budgies and occasionally a pair 
will get together and lay an egg. This week (12th of April) 
we were lucky enough to welcome baby “Philip” into our 
family, we named him after the late Prince Philip. Philip is a 
huge, healthy and hungry little fella who is already adored by 
mother “Sky” and father “George”. George is a massive, green 
British budgie who is not afraid to bite, Sky is a pied, sky-blue 
dominant Australian budgie and was one of my very first birds.

Also recently, and unexpectedly we now have an uncountable 
amount of tiny baby king Quails. King Quails are a small, 
chicken-like bird that live on the floor of our avary. Quails
only grow up to about the size of approximately you’re hand 
and are much like real chickens for they eat veggie scraps and 
their eggs are edible (and great for salads). The parents of our
baby’s are father “Ani” mother “Padmey” and other mother 
“Torchic”. This is our best clutch (hatching) of Quails. I think 
that tops it of, as you can see breeding and taming birds is
a fun, exiting and adorable distraction for the holidays.

Erin S, Age 10

ISSUE 1, 2021Giving our youngest citizens a big voice.
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Welcome to the first issue of The Little Echo!

We believe children are natural connectors and want to 
have a voice on social, environmental and human issues 
that affect our community. We also know they like to have 
fun, play, be creative and spark joy.

The Little Echo is a platform that gives our community's  
youngest citizens a big voice and a place to showcase 
their creative talents. This special feature is filled with 
local news, stories, photos and thought provoking 
content all from the children’s perspective.

Our dream is to turn The Little Echo into its own monthly 
publication solely produced by a team of young people. 
We hope to establish a young editor program with a 
group of young people aged 16-25, who will mentor 
students interested in a career in journalism, creative 
writing, photojournalism, print media, desktop publishing 
and digital marketing.

We are extremely excited about creating this platform 
for our young people as well as the opportunity to help 
connect our community.

Happy reading!
Claire & Katie

I am the waves
as I storm viciously towards the 

sandy shore.
I am the wind crashing quickly 

through the green trees.
I am the long jetty

standing tall, sturdy and cold.
I am the shells

silent and still on the wet shore.
I am the power

of the tall and mighty gums
I am the dreaming

of our aboriginal past.
Who are you?

Ferny Hills SS student
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As part of a recent presentation I had to do at school, 
we had to choose a significant historical location in our 
local community to research and I chose The Brisbane 
Tramway Museum. I was very lucky to go down and 
spend a morning at the Museum with Graham and Glenn 
who answered all my questions, showed me around and 
shared their favourite things about the museum with me.

The Brisbane Tramway Museum is located on Tramway 
Street, Ferny Grove opposite the Police Station. It is 
called this as it contains a collection of historical trams, 
photos, stories and uniforms of Brisbane’s 85 years of 
Tram Service. The museum land was originally a dis-used 
depot and is 10 acres in size. It moved to this location in 
1974 after trams stopped running in 1969 but the official 
opening wasn’t until the 10th August 1980. The track at 
the museum is 600m long and the trams run between 
10-15km per hour here. The museum is open on Sunday 
afternoons, as long as the weather is good, they are too 
old to come out in the rain.

In the past the original museum site had 2 buildings, a 
large water tank and a rundown cabin, the equipment was 
put in one shed and the 2 oldest cars were put in the other, 
unfortunately all the rest had to be left outside.  Today 
the museum has 2 very large tramsheds, a restoration 
shed, a woodwork and metalwork shed, both for repairs 
and a display building. The museum has 24 trams - 23 
Brisbane trams and 1 from Sydney, but they only run 6 
trams at the museum but they would like to get more 
finished being restored.

The oldest tram running at the Museum is #47 and the 
youngest is the #554 which was the last ever tram to run 
in Brisbane in 1969.

The purpose of the museum in the past and now is the 
same, so people can come and see what trams were like 
and its way of transport. The museum is important to 
our community to preserve and operate Tramcars for the 
people of Brisbane along with details of its history and 
so people like myself whose Great Grandfather, Gerald 
Sydney Cochrane was a Tram Conductor, I can go and 
learn all about what he did for his job.

By Callum M, Year 2

Callum with Brisbane Tramway Museum volunteer, Graham

Mad� na’sMad� na’s Music & Dance Centre

Classes for dancers 2.5 years old to seniors. We offer..... 
✓ Jazz    ✓ Tap    ✓ Classical Ballet   ✓ Contemporary   ✓ Lyrical    ✓ Acrobatics    ✓ Hip Hop

Visit us at our air conditioned studios at 1156 Southpine Road, Arana Hills.

ENROL TODAY! Call 0401 498 800 email: leitagentner@gmail.com
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Today I am here, sitting on my comfortable lounge, in my nice 
cool air-conditioned house. I am writing this on my laptop, 
whilst Googling and watching YouTube. Until
today, I took all of this for granted.

It is hard to comprehend, why young people got on a boat 
and sailed halfway around the world to fight for our freedom. 
They sacrificed their time, careers and thousands gave their 
lives to protect our future.

For four long days in August 1915, the ANZACs went to 
battle with Turkey. The battle was later called the Battle of 
Lone Pine. It is reported that the Turkish troops removed all 
but one Lone Pine Tree from the area. The Turkish troops 
used the knocked down Pine Trees to barricade their trenches 
and protect themselves.

The purpose of the Battle of Lone Pine was to distract the 
Turkish from the Front in Gallipoli. The ANZACs bravely 
accepted their mission, fighting heroically and courageously 
to capture the barricaded trenches. During the battle two 
thousand brave ANZACs and seven thousand Turkish lost 
their lives. Seven ANZACs were later awarded the Victoria 
Cross, for their indisputable bravery. However, all the 
ANZACs at Loan Pine risked their lives to defend our country 
and its need to thrive.

Lone Pines (Aleppo Pine Trees) are like time capsules. The 
majestic Aleppo Pine Trees stand alone at ANZAC war 
memorials around the world. They signify the history of 
the ANZACs and the Battle of Lone Pine. The Aleppo Pine 
trees originated from Turkey. Some of the ANZACs collected 
pinecones from the trenches at Lone Pine and sent them 
home to their grieving, worried families. The families then 
propagated the pinecone seeds and planted them. Most of the 
stunning Aleppo Pine trees propagated from the pinecones 
are still alive today.

The battle of Lone Pine is significant to all Australians and 
Newsreaders because the ANZAC war memorial in Turkey is 
located at the site of The Battle. Thousands of ANZACs who 
lost their lives during the battle are buried at the memorial. 
They have been laid to rest under a Lone Pine and next to 
the trenches they captured and defended.

Even though we face our own battles from time to time, 
every year on 25th April wegather to reflect the heroics of 
the ANZACs. Australians and New Zealanders from around 
the world unite in peace and solidarity at war memorials 
in Turkey, Australia and New Zealand to remember the 
ANZACs that gave their live for us.

I still don't understand why these young men gave up their 
lives and their futures. But all I can say, is that they were 
braver than I ever will be. I also, respect them for their 
courage.

Lest We Forget. By Willow, Year 6

The Significance of the
Battle of Lone Pine
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At Willmore Kindergarten, we revisited our discussions about trees and the earth through 
reading a story called Hello, Mr World. In the story two children are pretending to be 
doctors and their patient is the earth. They discover from checking the earth's temperature 
that it is too hot. The ice is melting and the arctic animals are finding it hard to survive 
as their habitat is changing. After we finished reading the story and had a discussion as 
a group, the children headed off to play. Below are some of the wonderings and ideas 
that came out of this discussion.

Clara said, "The world is sad because it is sick. It needs some trees to make it better." At 
the bottom of her picture was a white space she explained, "this is the ice for the polar 
bears to live. I don't want them to die."

A group of children went into the block corner space. We had wondered as a group how 
the tree in the block corner could get water from the river which was a long way from 
it. Tom thought we could ask the animals to hold water in their mouth and take it to the 
tree. Georgia F decided to make the river larger because the rain had come.

Henry was playing at the table with coloured blocks and put the yellow blocks in front 
of his eyes. He said, "Hey. I am being the sun. I'm the reason the world is so sick."

Jakobi led some thinking at the light table where there were some polar bears and ice 
He said, "The penguins home is melting. Little penguin can't swim. Mummy will protect 
them. She is swimming with her babies."

Georgia B "The penguin made a new home of ice because their other home melted. This 
one (points to the polar bear) has had his home melt too.  The penguins home is melting."

Georgia F "I can build another home for them.  It is not good that their home has 
melted. Come on penguins, jump out and come into your new home."

Because of the rain Daisy made many beautiful flowers grow. Flowers could help our 
earth to cool down as well.

As we played we were wondering about polar bears and one of the children asked, "Can 
polar bears live in water without ice?" I replied that I didn't know but that we could 
research this question. We looked at some clips of polar bears moving through ice and 
were amazed at how agile they were and how far they could swim.

The children relate their own experiences to that of the world. They show an innate 
empathy for living things and want to make things better. This is such a great example 
of how the children use many languages of learning to make sense of their world. From 
paint, to blocks to light and of course stories. This was also our first step into the research 
area. Once the children learn that anything they are interested in we can research we are 
able to go much deeper with our thinking and learning.  

The children have continued this line of thinking by researching the 17 UN Sustainability 
Goals. We are looking at the goals individually and working out ways we can make a 
difference in our own homes and community.

By the children and Mrs Linda Meinicke, Director of the Willmore Kindergarten 
and Preschool.

DANCING      SINGING         ACTING
Kids Acting & Theatre Zone - Your Local Acting School

www.katzacting.com.au |  katzkids1@gmail.com

Master Acting Class with Max - July School Holidays
Wednesday 7th and Thursday 8th July, 4 hours per day. See our website for details.

Meet Niamh our new 
Choreographer
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The children of Gaythorne Community Kindergarten have 
developed a stronger understanding of what sustainability, 
reusing and recycling is, not just cans and bottles. They also 
are developing a sense of community, sharing and caring for 
and about others, even though they have never met.

Lorna and Chester are quite well known at the kindy and 
stories of their amazing kindness and generosity during 2020 
are often spoken of. Lorna and Chester, an elderly couple 
who live at Beachmere, belong to Woodies - a woodworking 
community group from Beachmere, provide the children with 
the resources to work with.

A variety of timber pieces, shapes, sizes and textures were 
set up on the verandah, some pieces had designs on them, 
some were rough and others smooth. The children collected 
hammers and screwdrivers, nails of varying sizes and loads 
of screws. They also poured out some PVA glue and collected 
glue brushes from the art studio. Instantly they went to work. 
When asked if they needed any help, the look of disgust 
was obvious. Piper said, “Miss Glenda, I am all over this! I 
know exactly what I am doing and what I want to do. I have 
a plan in my head.” There was nothing more I can add to 
that except to say, “Go for it, girl!!”

Arthur could not contain himself when he found some pieces 
of timber with a cutout shape of a bunny in the middle of 
each piece. “Look, Miss Glenda, it is a bunny and it is nearly 
Easter.” He was so excited!! He called out to everyone, “See 
what I have found. I don’t think Lorna and Chester meant 
to leave these treasures in here, maybe we should return 
them, maybe I could ring them and tell them so they don’t 
get upset and think they have lost them. Oh, I love these, 
can I please decorate at least one, please?” He had several 
and held them up for other children to also take one - they 
quickly disappeared.

Oliver joined us holding a circle piece of timber. He held 
it up in Arthur’s face distracting Arthur’s train of thought.  
“What’s that?”  Arthur asked Oliver.  Oli responded saying, 
“I don’t know, but look,” he pointed to the design stamped 
on the circle. Lachy joined the boys saying, “I know what 
that is, it is for putting your cars on.  It is a race track. You 
can add some more wood and make a ramp for them to go 
up and down.” He walked over to the timber collection and 
took out a piece that was a U shape. He put the circle of 
timber on the table and the U on top of it. “I need the glue,” 
he said, pointing to it but talking to Oliver. He handed Lachy 

the glue. Using a brush he painted a strip of glue onto the U 
shape and attached it saying, “There you go, all done. You 
can use it to race the cars, you just have to wait for the glue 
to dry.  I saw a picture like this in a book,” he told us all. The 
group that had gathered around looking and listening were 
most impressed with Lachy’s explanation and capabilities.

When we had finished and tidied up our workspace, Edith 
asked, “Why do Lorna and Chester give us timber?” Arthur 
replied “Because they believe in reusing and recycling just 
like us and Lorna collects all of the timber pieces from out 
of the wood bins that no-one else wants and she saves it for 
us. Chester is very smart. He is old but he is smart and he 
has lots of tools for working with wood. He makes us special 
things. I think they are Miss Glenda’s friends or maybe they 
don’t know any other little kids that like to work with wood 
or recycle like us. We are very lucky.”

By the children and Miss Glenda MacDuff, Director of 
the Gaythorne Community Kindergarten

Peter DUTTON MP
Federal Member for Dickson

Working hard. 
Getting results.

Authorised by P. Dutton, Liberal National Party of Queensland, 3/199 Gympie Road, Strathpine QLD 4500.


